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THE NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL AND THE
COMMISSIONERS.

AT the last meeting of the Executive Committee of the
General Medical Council the President, Sir Donald
MacAlister, reported upon the communications which had

passed between the Assistant Secretary of the Joint Com-
mittee of the National Insurance Commissioners and the

Registrar of the Council with reference to the proposed
conference on Feb. 2nd between the Commissioners and

representatives of the medical profession. The President
said that before replying to the Commissioners’ invitation he
consulted with the members of the National Insurance Bill
Committee of the General Medical Council and with
the authorities at the Privy Council Office. It will be
remembered that the answer sent by direction of the President
on Jan. 30th explained that since the Council would not meet
before June, nor its Executive Committee before the end of

February, it was impracticable to procure the formal appoint-
ment by the Council of six representatives to confer with the
Insurance Commissioners on Feb. 2nd. The letter added that
the Council would, however, give its best consideration to any
communication transmitted to it by the Commissioners and
would be ready to afford them such information as they might
require on matters lying within its province.

MEMORIAL FROM THE WIVES OF PRACTITIONERS.
The Executive Committee of the General Medical Council

also received a memorial with regard to the National
Insurance Act from the Doctors’ Wives Defence Movement,
Manchester. This memorial was sent in response to an
intimation that the Council would be prepared to receive

petitions presented in accordance with the standing orders.
It was prefaced by a statement by the honorary secretary,
Mrs. Thomas Gregory, on the effect of the Bill upon the wives,
families, and dependents of medical men. The memorial
received 836 signatures in three days and was worded as
follows :-
We the undersigned, wives of duly registered medical men of

Manchester, Liverpool, Oldham, Blackburn, and other towns and
places in England and Wales, desire to present to the President and
Members of the General Council of Medical Education and Registra-
tion of the United Kingdom this protest against the National Insur-
ance Bill as at present framed. We would urge you to give the
following statements your careful and deliberate consideration as
adversely affecting our interests. The Bill will cause decided loss of
income, while creating greater demands upon our resources, thus
giving rise to reduced education for our children, reduced life insur-
ance, loss of goodwill or practice value. The Bill offers no provision
or compensation against such losses. Our grave anxiety is for the
welfare of our children, as it would mean in many cases absolute
destitution for the wife and children in the event of a husband’s
incapacity or death. -

THE MEDICAL FEDERATION.
The Medical Federation, Limited, whose provisional regis-

tered office is at Lion Chambers, Broad-street, Bristol, has
issued a circular letter to medical practitioners, which states
that the time has now come when members of the medical

profession must, in their joint and several interests, unite,
and that the success of any scheme to protect the interests
and to guarantee the fair treatment of the profession, both
now and in the future, can only be ensured by unanimous
and concerted action. For this purpose any organisation
which is formed must be not merely a local but a national
measure; in fact, a federation of all medical practitioners.
The circular alleges that although the British Medical
Association already exists to protect the interests of the
profession, for various reasons it has never in the
past succeeded in adequately safeguarding its members.
It can give no guarantee of protection to its members other
,than one conditional upon the support obtained by a
voluntary subscription list, and a perusal of its Memorandum
will show that no power is reserved to use this fund to

indemnify or compensate its members. The Association has for
years been striving to obtain the necessary powers, but the only
way in which it can do so is by cooperation with an existing
body which has those powers. For this reason the Medical
Federation, Limited, has been formed with the most ample
powers, and the fact is emphasised that the company is formed
in no spirit of hostility or opposition to the British Medical
Association, but with the express object of strengthening its
weak points-of being its complement. The purpose of the
company is to secure the fair treatment and protection of the
members of the medical profession, to ensure adequate

remuneration for their services, to oppose the passing of
legislation hostile to them, and generally to safeguard their
interests with due consideration for the rights of the public.
The present directorate is provisional only. The members of
the company will elect their own directors out of their own

number, and every member will be represented on his local
or district committee, as well as in the central governing
body. The entrance fee is &pound;2 2s. and the annual subscrip-
tion 25s.

Certain points in the Medical Federation’s circular have
been considered by the newly formed State Sickness Insurance
Committee of the British Medical Association. The state-
ment that the Association "could give no guarantee of

protection to its members other than one conditional upon the
support obtained by a voluntary subscription list " has been
referred to counsel, and the Association has been advised that
the Association’s Defence Fund can be lawfully used for
indemnification and compensation. Representatives of the
Federation have, we understand, been invited to attend the
next meeting of the State Sickness Insurance Committee for
the purpose of clearing up misapprehensions and defining the
relations between the two bodies.

Medical News.
ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS.-At a meeting of the

Royal Society of Arts held on March 6th, with Mr. James
Swinburne in the chair, Mr. T. Thorne Baker read a paper on
Some Modern Problems of Illumination. Almost at the out-
set he spoke of the differing biological effects produced by
various parts of the spectrum, as proved by the luxuriant
growth of certain bacteria in the two regions corresponding
to the chlorophyll bands, the remainder of the spectrum
being practically destitute of those organisms. He then said
that the preference of many families of bacteria and also
of yeast for certain colours tended to show that the artificial
light employed for the habitations of human beings should
presumably resemble that to which they were normally
accustomed, and should, therefore, be spectroscopically
equivalent to the daylight derived from white clouds. Mr.
Baker here described in much detail the analysis of
illumination by spectro-photography and the methods of

preparing screening filters by means of which two dis-
similar illuminants may be made to resemble one another
in their effects. For this method of analysing light
the concave grating spectrograph was superior to the

prism spectrograph, because in the former the dispersion
throughout the spectrum was proportional to the wave length,
whereas in the latter the green, yellow, and red regions were
all cramped up together, and therefore tended to appear far
more luminous than actual measurement showed them to be.
Two forms of spectro-photometer were also described, as well
as a contrivance for use in industrial work where colour-
mixing or matching was part of the ordinary routine, with
the result that standard daylight illumination was available
for working by in all weathers and by day or night. A number
of metal filament lamps (usually tungsten) were fixed in
the top of a box, the bottom of which was formed by a
gelatin-on-glass screening filter. After passing through
this filter the rays were diffused by a piece of ground-
glass, and then fell on the table where the work of
mixing or matching colours was in progress. Mr. Baker
here suggested that this method of imitating normal day-
light would be useful in the illumination of art galleries
and picture exhibitions. For this purpose incandescent
tungsten filaments were the best source of light; it was

unlikely that normal daylight could ever be matched with
the illumination from a mercury vapour lamp. The Moore
and Cooper-Hewitt lamps were probably only the forerunners
of many other lamps depending on the luminosity of

electrically excited gases, notably neon and helium. Pure
neon was exceedingly luminous when subjected to high
tension electrical discharges, and M. Claude claims to be
able to produce in a day 100 litres, which would suffice for
the manufacture of 1000 tubes of neon of 1000 candle

power each. The tubes at present made for commercial
purposes must be supplied with alternating current. The

lighting power is about 200 candles per metre of tube, and
the consumption of electricity for the luminous portion of the
tube is about 0 - 45 watt per candle. Neon rays are a rich

golden red. Rarefied pure helium gas gives an intense light
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of whitish-yellow hue, somewhat similar to that of the flame
of some of the lighter burning oils. Helium vacuum tubes
7 centimetres in length and 2 millimetres in bore, with
terminal bulbs containing aluminium electrodes 25 milli-
metres in diameter, have quite recently been adopted by the J
Bureau of Standards at Washington as the standard unit of J
illumination.

A CONVERSAZIONE will be held at the West
London Hospital, Hammersmith, on Wednesday next,
March 20th, at 8.30 P.M., when the staff of the Post-Graduate
College will be at home " to their friends.

NEW CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL FOR VIENNA.-A
wealthy Viennese Jew, David Ritter von Gutmann, has given
the Jewish community 3,000,000 kronen (08120,000) to build
a hospital for children. This is to be ready for occupation
within two years.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-The 139th
anniversary dinner of this society was held on March 6th at
the Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Metropole, under the chairman-
ship of Dr. J. Mitchell Bruce, the President. There was a

large and distinguished gathering, and the guests included
the presidents of many sister societies and associations. The

chairman, in proposing the toast of the evening, touched
briefly on the long history of the Medical Society of London,
and congratulated it upon the keenness and earnestness of its
debates and the success of its less formal clinical evenings.
He paid a tribute to Dr. A. E. Garrod’s Lettsomian lectures,
and referred to the loss which the society had sustained by
the death of Pavy, Hughlings Jackson, Allchin, and Lister,
who all had been office-bearers. Mr. J. Bland-Sutton replied
in a humorous speech which much amused his audience. He
related the case of a rhinoceros with intestinal obstruction
which did not yield to an ounce of croton oil in a bun,
but was relieved by an enema containing a pint of cas Lor

oil and a bottle of whisky in six gallons of soap and
water. The result was immense, and the beast survived for
23 years. Dr. T. B. Hyslop proposed the health of the guests
and kindred societies, and told some good stories. The reply
was entrusted to Mr. Rickman J. Godlee, President of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Sir William Leishman, R.A.M.C., President of the Society
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Mr. Godlee announced
that it was Lister’s wish that his medical books should pass
into the possession of the Medical Society. Sir William
Leishman said that he represented the youngest of medical
societies, which, however, had already a membership of 606.
In his opinion the multiplicity of such societies showed that
medical men were gregarious. The health of the President was
very warmly proposed by Sir Lauder Brunton, and the toast
was received with musical honours. Dr. Mitchell Bruce, in
his reply, asked the company to drink the health of the

honorary secretaries, and Dr. J. W. Carr and Mr. Edred
Corner each responded before the close of a most successful
evening.

Parliamentary Intellingence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

3medical Treatment of School Children.
A SUM of .E60,000 appears in the Education Estimates this year for

the medical treatment of school children. This is the first time that
such a grant has ever been proposed by the Board of Education, but the
authorities there have come to the conclusion that if the medical

inspection of school children is to be attended with the most fruitful
results medical treatment must be combined with it. On Thursday,
March 7th, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, in the course of a debate on the vote
on account, asked the representatives of the Board of Education to

explain their attitude on this subject. There were many engaged in.
education, he said, who felt that medical inspection of elementary
school children was almost useless until it was made possible for
medical treatment to be carried out at the schools and under the
control of the authorities attached to the schools. Mr. TREVELYAN,
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education, drew attention
to the fact that .B60,OOO had been put down on the estimates for the
purposes of medical treatment. He mentioned that regulations would

issued under which that sum would be spent, and he hoped that it
would result in increased activity on the part of the local authorities in
carrying out what both sides of the House regarded as a necessary
expenditure to raise the standard of the health of school children.

.Em.p!o!/t7:eM< and Superannuation of Asylum Officers.
Several Bills dealing with the position of asylum officers are before the

House of Commons. The one which was recently introduced by Lord
WbLMER not only seeks to amend the Asylum Officers’ Superannuation
Act, 1909, but proposes to limit the hours of employment of

officers and servants in asylums. The terms of the Bill are

identical with the amended text of last year’s measure. As was
noted at the time, the Select Committee of the House of Commons
came to a compromise. The Bill. whilst allowing for elasticity
in administration and for emergencies, proposes to institute a

maximum 70 hours week for asylum attendants. The Bill
further gives to female established officers or servants of the first’
class a right to superannuation after 25 years’ service. Clause 6
lays down that the power of the visiting committee to remove an
officer or servant shall not be delegated to any officer, but general rules
"may provide for enabling the medical superintendent or any other
person specified in the rules to suspend any officer or servant from the
service of the asylum pending the decision of the visiting committee as
to whether he shall be dismissed or not."

Sir CHARLES NICHOLSON has introduced an Asylum Officers’ Super-
annuation Bill which differs in certain respects from the measure
brought forward by Lord WonfER. It does not deal with the hours
of asylum attendants, and the clause with reference to dismissals and
suspensions does not find a place in it. It is therefore purely a
measure dealing with superannuation. Sir CHARLES NiCHOLSON has
the support of Colonel LOCKWOOD, Mr. CROOKS, Mr. MILLAR, Mr.
HARRIS, and Mr. NANNETTI in bringing forward his Bill.

Abolition of Vivisection Bill.
The object of Mr. LANSBURY’s Abolition of Vivisection Bill is to

prohibit under heavy penalties experiments and demonstrations on live
animals. The preamble of the Bill sets forth that "it is expedient to
amend the law relating to cruelty to animals in the cases of animals
which for medical, physiological, or pathological or scientific purposes, or
for the purpose of testing former discoveries, or for the acquirement of
manipulative skill, or for the illustration of lectures in medical schools,
hospitals, colleges, or elsewhere are subjected to inoculations or to other
experiments calculated to cause pain or suffering except for the purpose
of curing or alleviating any injury or disease from which such animal
is suffering." Clause 2 of the Bill lays down that " it shall not be
lawful to subject any animal to vivisection, that is to say, to perform on
any live animal with or without the use of anaesthetics, any experiment
or demonstration or inoculation of a nature to cause pain or suffering to
the animal, either directly or in its after-effects, for any pathological,
surgical, physiological, or other scientific purpose, or for the acquire-
ment of manipulative skill.

I The Report of the Royal Commission on Vivisection.

I 
The final report of the Royal Commission on Vivisection was issued toMembers of the House of Commons on Tuesday, March 12th. The

Commissioners say that, having regard to the witnesses who have

appeared before them, there can be no doubt that the great preponder-
ance of medical and scientific authority is against the opponents of vivi-
section. They come to the conclusion that experiments on animals
adequately safeguarded by law and faithfully administered should not
be prohibited by legislation. The recommendations of the Commission
are summarised as follows:-

1. An increase in the inspectorate.
2. Further limitations as regards the use of curare.
3. Stricter provisions as to the definition and practice of pithing.
4. Additional restrictions regulating the painless destruction of

animals which show signs of suffering after experiment.
5. A change in the method of selecting and in the constitution of the

Advisory Board to the Secretary of State.
6. Special records by experimenters in certain cases.
There are reservation memoranda.

Yicisection of Dogs.
By a curious coincidence the publication of the report of the Royal

Commission on Vivisection was followed on Tuesday evening by a dis-
cussion in the House of Commons on a motion dealing with the
vivisection of dogs. Mr. MCKENNA., the Home Secretary, pleaded,
however, the impossibility of any decision being arrived at on the
matter until due consideration had been given to the report of the
Royal Commission on Vivisection, and the House was counted out.

Naval .3-ledicaZ Service.
Mr. CHURCHILL, the First Lord of the Admiralty, in his statement

explanatory of the Naval Estimates, referred to the recent changes in
the organisation and conditions of service of the medical staff which had
followed upon the recommendations of the Durnford Committee.

The General Medical Conncil’s Accounts.
The accounts of the General Medical Council for 1911, and also those

of the branch councils and of the Dental Registration Fund, have been
presented to the House of Commons.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6TH.

Ilotiday Feeding of Necessitous Children.
Mr. LANSBURY asked the Prime Minister whether he was aware of

the suffering caused amongst tens of thousands of poor children by the
inability of local authorities to incur the expenditure necessary to feed
such children during holiday times ; and whether, with a view to


